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On 5–9 July 2004 the 19th ‘Summer’ Conference on Topology and its Applications, SumTop04, was held at the
Department of Mathematics and Applied Mathematics of the University of Cape Town, South Africa.
It attracted 110 registered participants from all over the world: Belgium (3), Brazil (1), Canada (2), China (1),
Czech Republic (3), Finland (1), France (1), Germany (4), India (2), Italy (10), Mexico (1), Namibia (1), The Nether-
lands (3), New Zealand (2), Nigeria (1), Oman (1), Poland (2), Portugal (4), Russia (1), Slovenia (1), South Africa (30),
Spain (3), Switzerland (1), Tunisia (1), Turkey (5), Ukraine (1), United Kingdom (8) and USA (16).
The scientific programme of the conference consisted of 8 keynote lectures, 2 workshops, 1 discussion and
78 contributed talks in the following 5 sessions: TOPOLOGY AND SET THEORY, TOPOLOGY IN ALGEBRA,
TOPOLOGY IN ANALYSIS AND GEOMETRY, TOPOLOGY AND COMPUTER SCIENCE, AND TOPOLOGY
AND CATEGORY THEORY.
Eight keynote lectures were presented:
Ofelia Alas (University of Sao Paulo, Brazil), title: Spaces in which compact subsets are closed and related properties.
Abbas Edalat (Imperial College London, UK), title: Domain theory and multi-variable calculus.
Marcel Erne (University of Hannover, Germany), title: Minimal bases and algebraic models for topological spaces.
M. Isabel Garrido (University San Pablo-CEU, Madrid, Spain), title: Some theorems of Banach–Stone type.
Valentin Gutev (University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa), title: Step approximations and selections.
Peter Johnstone (University of Cambridge, UK), title: Soluble families of sublocales.
Vladimir Pestov (University of Ottawa, Canada), title: Some recent influences on topological groups by geometric
functional analysis and Ramsey theory.
Dusan Repovs (University of Ljubljana, Slovenia), title: On topological versions of the Helly theorem.
The first workshop TOPOLOGICAL METHODS IN ALGEBRA presented by Mara Neusel (Texas Tech Univer-
sity, Lubbock, USA) dealt with methods and results from the invariant theory of finite groups and their connections
with problems and questions from algebraic topology and topological algebra.
The second workshop DUALITY AS A UNIFYING FRAMEWORK organized by Ingrid Rewitzky (University
of Cape Town, South Africa) discussed applications of topological methods in logic, in particular duality theory. It
consisted of talks of Marcello Bonsangue (Leiden University, The Netherlands), Mai Gehrke (New Mexico State
University, USA), Achim Jung (University of Birmingham, UK), Hilary Priestley (University of Oxford, UK) and
Ingrid Rewitzky.
The two articles below stem from these two workshops. They have been subjected to the regular refereeing pro-
cedure of Topology and its Applications. As it has become usual in recent years, the normal Conference Proceedings
of the Summer Topology Conference 2004 will be published in the Journal ‘Topology Proceedings’ in collaboration
with Nipissing University (Canada).
I would like to thank those who supported the event in some way or another, in particular the Universities of Cape
Town and Stellenbosch, the National Research Foundation of South Africa, the Abdus-Salam International Centre for
Theoretical Physics, the members of the Steering Committee of the Summer Topology Conference Series, as well as0166-8641/$ – see front matter © 2006 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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Preface / Topology and its Applications 154 (2007) 776–777 777my colleagues from the FACS-Lab and the Topology and Category Theory Research Group of the University of Cape
Town.
The ‘winter’ weather in Cape Town was very beautiful during the whole duration of the conference, which simpli-
fied the work of the organizers considerably.
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